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that hears this appeal, raise the small sum of twenty dollars to 
make their pastor a life-member of our Society? Cannot most 
of the Christians who read these pages, send us each a dollar, 
which will secure to him our periodical for a year, or two dol- 
lars, which will constitute him a member of our Society, and 
entitle him to the Advocate, for the same time? 

Brethren in Christ, we must have aid, or we cannot sustain 
this great work. Our tracts are nearly exhausted ; and we 
ought not only to issue new editions, but to publish new tracts. 
We would, but cannot supply with our periodical all the pas- 
tors willing to plead this cause before their people. Our present 
means will enable us to send forth only a small part of the agents 
or publications necessary to meet the awakened and fast increas- 
ing demand for light on this long-neglected subject. Must the 
cause still droop for want of funds? Will not the friends of 
peace all over the land come to our aid? "Blessed are the 
peace-makers ; for they shall be called the children of Cod." 



Article II. 
COOPERATION AMONG THE FRIENDS OF PEACE. 

The cause of peace has always suffered from the want of 
cooperation among its friends ; and we have been surprised to 
find even good men, who professed attachment to this cause, 
and a desire that something specific and decisive should be 
done for its promotion, still reluctant to cooperate for the pur- 
pose on' any common ground. 

Here is a very serious obstacle ; and at whose door does the 
fault lie? The leading friends of this enterprise, so far from 
lacking a disposition to conciliate, have aimed so to construct 
their system of operation, that those who are willing to do 
anything for the promotion of peace, could all consistently 
unite. Whether they believe or deny wars strictly de- 
fensive to be contrary to the gospel, they have been invited 
to cooperate in seeking a great common object, the entire 
abolition of this custom ; nor have we been wont to repel any 
sincere friends of the cause, either by denouncing them as ul- 
traists because they go a little farther in their views than we 
do, or by reproaching them as time-servers because they do 
not come quite up to our standard. 
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Such has been the general course of peace societies. More 
than nine-tenths, perhaps forty-nine in fifty, have acted on this 
catholic, conciliatory principle. The London Peace Society, 
though discarding every species of war as contrary to a religion 
of universal peace and love, has still admitted the cooperation 
of those who retain doubts concerning the incompatibility 
of wars purely defensive with the precepts of the gospel, and 
recommended that its auxiliaries should be organized in such a 
way as to embrace all the active friends of peace without ref- 
erence to this vexed question. The peace societies of Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and other parts of our 
country, are well known to have gone upon this plan ; the 
American Peace Society was organized in the same way ; 
and the late revision of its constitution was neither designed 
nor expected to exclude from cooperation any that are wil- 
ling to use means for the promotion of universal and per- 
manent peace. 

Do you ask, then, for the reason of any change in its con- 
stitution on this point? The Society, while professing to 
take no ground as a society on the subject of defensive war, 
was in fact regarded as lending its countenance to such wars, 
just as those who object to a pledge of abstinence from all in- 
toxicating drinks, are claimed as advocates for some use of 
fermented liquors ; and a few of our members so unwisely 
expended all their zeal for peace in trying to keep defensive 
war in repute, that believers in the duty of total abstinence 
from this custom, disgusted and alarmed, thought it inconsistent 
for themselves to cooperate, without a pledge from the Society, 
that its influence should be allowed no longer to encourage war 
in any form. The demand appeared so reasonable, that the 
revised constitution gave such a pledge, by recognising for its 
basis the contrariety of all war to the spirit of the gospel. 

Under such a constitution, cannot all the friends of peace 
consistently unite? We do not propose this principle as a 
pledge ; we do not enforce it as a test ; we merely give it as 
a guarantee, that our influence as a society shall never go to 
countenance any form of war. Our general course is still the 
same. We continue to circulate our old tracts as the best we 
can find to promote our great object. Our agents, with a sin- 
gle addition of kindred character, are the same as before ; and 
they deliver essentially the same lectures, and use in nearly all 
respects the same means for advancing the cause. 

Our instrument is the simplest form of moral suasion. We 
do not expect, like some other enterprises of reform, to accom- 
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plish our object by tests and pledges. We seek to diffuse 
light concerning the guilt and the evils of war ; we aim at a 
right application of Christian truth and love to this subject ; 
and we trust in God to render this leaven effectual in filling 
every Christian community with such an abhorrence of war, and 
such strong desires for peace at all hazards, as shall constrain 
rulers to employ only pacific expedients in settling internation- 
al disputes. Our mode of procedure differs in this respect from 
that of the temperance cause ; and not a few minds have been 
confused in consequence of overlooking this difference which 
opens a way for the consistent cooperation of those who do not 
perfectly agree in their views on all the points of this difficult 
and complicated subject. 

If we cannot cooperate on such grounds, there is an end to 
all hope of uniting the friends of peace. And must we aban- 
don a hope so important, if not essential, to success ? Will the 
professed friends of this cause stand aloof, some because we go 
too far, and others still because we do not go far enough ? 
With such a disposition can any cause prosper? And are the 
professed friends of this enterprise determined thus to cut its 
sinews ? Will they never learn on both sides the wisdom, for- 
bearance and conciliation necessary to successful cooperation ? 
Are they willing by such a course to expose the cause to fail- 
ure or embarrassment, and every class of its friends to scorn 
and reproach ? " We hope better things, though we thus 
speak ; " and we use this plainness of speech merely to dissuade 
our friends from a course that cannot fail to obstruct and crip- 
ple more or less all our movements in this blessed cause. 



Article III. 
ACTION OF CHURCHES ON THE SUBJECT OF PEACE. 

The Rev. Dr. Merrill, of Middlebury, Vt., has long been 
a friend to our cause ; and his church, after having heard the 
subject of peace discussed from the pulpit, appointed a com- 
mittee to take the matter into consideration, who subsequently 
reported the following preamble and resolutions, " which were 
unanimously adopted," Feb. 3d, 1837. 

" The committee, to whom it was referred to consider the 



